Giant congenital melanocytic nevi and malignant transformation: a case for early radical intervention.
The purpose of this paper is to highlight the risk of early malignant transformation in infants with giant congenital melanocytic nevi (GN) and demonstrate the potential for earlier intervention with aggressive surgery. We describe the case of a child born with a GN who developed a metastatic melanoma early in life, despite early commencement of resection of the nevus. This is contrasted against a second case of a child in which a more radical management was conducted. Despite early commencement of serial resection of the GN, the first child in this series died of metastatic melanoma prior to complete excision of the nevus. With the second child, radical excision combined with the use of Integra™ and negative pressure wound therapy allowed total removal of the GN within the first 6 months of life.